
 
Flagstaff Biking Organization  

PO Box 23851  

Flagstaff, AZ 86002  

trails@flagstaffbiking.org  

October 19, 2021 

Flagstaff Mayor and City Council 

City Hall 
211 W Aspen 

Flagstaff, AZ 86001  

Submitted electronically  

Dear Mayor and Council- 

We are writing today regarding the initial design proposals for the Lone Tree Overpass 
Project (LTOP). 

We have strong concerns that Council is not imparting to Staff the importance of the 
Carbon Neutrality Plan (CNP), the pending Active Transportation Master Plan (ATMP) 
and the general political direction that has been expressed to the City by its citizens over 
the past decades through voting and surveys regarding the desired conditions for 
transportation infrastructure in Flagstaff. 
 

The entire proposed design for the LTOP is fatally flawed because it assumes that traffic 

continues to grow through 2040. This essentially means that Staff is ignoring the CNP 

that Council passed, which calls for holding Flagstaff vehicular traffic at 2019 levels by 

prioritizing transit, biking, and walking. We are hopeful that the pending ATMP would 

only amplify this intent. Council needs to show leadership here and send the entire 

design process back to the drawing board. The majority of Flagstaff voters want decisive 

action on climate and transportation alternatives, and Staff is actively sabotaging their 

priorities by trying to build Phoenix-style roads in our town. The Council should do the 

job they were elected to do instead of letting unelected Staff determine Flagstaff’s future. 

 



The idea that adding lanes reduces greenhouse gases (GHGs, slide 23) is so 

completely out of step with current research and science that an investigation should be 

done into how this ended up in a presentation in front of council and what other bad 

decisions are being facilitated by this mindset. Building more roads induces more 

vehicular traffic and this has been known for decades: 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-06/traffic-jam-blame-induced-

demand , 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Induced_demand#Effect_in_transportation_systems  

It is concerning that the City planners cited statistics in the presentation regarding an 

assumed reduction in GHGs with more lanes of traffic without even addressing the 

potential for induced demand. The reality is that the approach taken by adding more 

vehicle lanes is building to create growth in vehicle numbers, not building to 

accommodate predestined growth. In fact, it is precisely the role of the Council to help to 

drive the changes necessary to mitigate the fact that vehicle traffic will certainly continue 

to grow in Flagstaff. Consider that improving not only safety, but efficiency and ease of 

cycling access, will induce more modality shift to bicycling. This is far more in line with 

the goals as set forth in the various planning initiatives. 

 

Putting green paint on a seven-lane intersection (see slide 19, northbound conventional 

intersection) does not make it a safe or comfortable crossing for cyclists and 

pedestrians. Similarly, Flagstaff should never build another intersection with a “slip lane,” 

which allows drivers making a right turn to proceed without stopping. Putting green paint 

on the crossing for that slip lane does not make it materially safer for a cyclist, a child or 

someone in a wheelchair (or anyone else) to cross because the entire point of the slip 

lane is that vehicles don’t have to stop at the intersection. This is something that is well 

known among people that actually want to design for bicycle and pedestrian friendliness: 

https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2019/11/5/slip-lanes-would-never-exist-if-we-

prioritized-safety-over-speed  

 

The idea of “gateway treatments” and “civic spaces” between a four-lane road and the 

railroad tracks is nice in theory but amounts to greenwashing. We would sooner see that 

these funds allocated to this attempt at “beautification” be spent on providing better 

quality infrastructure for bicycling. Perhaps there is an opportunity for a local gardening 

enthusiasts and/or artists non-profit to voluntarily provide services and materials to add 

some greenway type elements to this project? 

 

In summary and to reiterate, The Flagstaff City Council needs to direct Staff to prioritize 

cycling and pedestrian infrastructure to the levels outlined in the CNP, the soon-to-be 

ATMP, and as called for by the citizens of Flagstaff through innumerable surveys and 
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-06/traffic-jam-blame-induced-demand
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elections. It is the role of Council to represent the will of the people and guide Staff to 

perform to that will. 

  
Thank you for your consideration- 
 
John Dailey and Anthony Quintile 
 
On behalf of the Board of Flagstaff Biking Organization 
 


